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Praise for MDP's By Steve Partridge 

overseas policing role 



■ The MDP’s contribution 
to international policing in 
six overseas missions has 
brought praise from three 
Cabinet ministers. 

Defence Secretary John Reid, 
Foreign Secretary Jack Straw and 
Home Secretary Charles Clarke all 
paid tribute to the work of British 
police officers around the world at a 
special event held at Lancaster 
House, in London. 

MOD Police Chief Constable 
Steve Love and members of the 
force's International Policing and 
Secondments Office were among 
those invited to the special 
gathering. 


Mr Straw and Mr Clarke both 
spoke whilst Dr Reid sent a special 
message singling out the efforts of 
the MOD police in overseas 
operations (see page 3). 

They all emphasised the 
importance of the international 
policing contribution made by British 
officers to both the United Kingdom 
and to the recipient countries. 

Chief Constable Mr Love said: 

"The event was a celebration 
and a thank you on behalf of the 
ministers, but it was also an 
encouragement to police forces 
to contribute further, which we 
would be delighted to do. 

"The Foreign Secretary spoke of 
just how much it is in British interests 


to resolve and manage conflict abroad. 
The Home Secretary spoke about how 
our policing efforts overseas feed 
straight back on to the streets and 
towns of this country, because if you 
fail to police successfully abroad it can 
simply leave the door open for more 
drugs, weapons and people trafficking 
into this country. 

"The Defence Secretary's 
statement clearly identified the 
advantages of being able to 
successfully reintroduce a form of 
local policing into conflict zones, that 
local people have confidence in. 

"That's important not least 
because it avoids members of the 
armed services being inappropriately 
drawn into long-term policing roles. 

CONTINUED . . . 
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policing role 


Praise for MDP's overseas 



Chief Constable Steve Love and Home Secretary Charles Clarke among attendees at 
the international policing event at Lancaster House 


"The MDP's International Policing 
and Secondments Office works very 
closely with the Foreign Office which 
funds all our overseas operation costs." 

The evening reception was also 
attended by Chief Constables and 
other chief officers from nearly every 
British police force in the country, 
who all contribute towards the 
international policing effort. 

"The event wasn't designed as a 
tribute to the MDP but that's how I 
treated it," said Mr Love. "We 
currently have officers in Kosovo, 
Bosnia, Pitcairn, Iraq, Jordan and 
Sudan. We have got people at all 
levels of our management chain who 
have served abroad. 

"Many of the command posts in 
the Kosovo International Police 
Service, which is made up from police 
all over the world, are held by MDP. 


"And one of the reasons we have 
the FCO contract to do the training 
for all the police forces is that all of 
our instructors have been out there 
and done it. 

"I am full of praise for the efforts 
of our own team, led by Chief 
Inspector Jim Gillen. And I took the 
opportunity personally to thank the 
Foreign Secretary for his support for 
international policing and the 
confidence he has shown in our force 
as a major contributor to it. 

"The MDP cannot do this on its 
own but I want us to be recognised as 
a centre of excellence and I want the 
MOD to be recognised more widely 
for the value of its contribution as a 
force for good in the world." 

Among those attending the event 
at Lancaster House was Chris Fox, 
President of the Association of Chief 


Police Officers (ACPO), which is a full- 
time job, given to a substantive Chief 
Constable, who becomes responsible 
for working with Forces and Ministers 
to set the overall direction of policing. 

Mr Love recalled: "I was actually 
saying to Jack Straw 'Thank you', at 
which he looked a bit surprised. 

"I took the opportunity to thank 
him for the opportunity he is giving 
us to show what we can do, for his 
confidence in us and for continuing 
to fund it. 

"He clearly was already aware 
of our significant role and in his 
address to the event re-stated his 
own commitment to supporting 
international policing. 

"International policing support as 
part of post-conflict reconstruction is 
clearly going to stay on the Agency's 
agenda, I hope in the long term. 

"Since the event at Lancaster 
House I have had further high-level 
meetings at the Foreign Office, to 
build up a picture of what we are likely 
to be asked to provide in the future. 

"I have been to visit Sir Glen 
Torpy, Chief of Joint Operations at 
Northwood (Joint Military Planning 
HQ) and have also been consulted on 
police training in Iraq. 

"We are only about two per cent 
of the UK Police strength in numbers, 
but over 40 per cent of the internat- 
ional commitment and we run all the 
training for officers from all Forces 
going abroad. It's a real feather in our 
cap," said Mr Love. 


MDP outside new policing proposals 


Chief Constable Steve Love has confirmed that the 
current review of policing in England and Wales will not 
directly impact on MDP. 

He told TalkThrough: "The reorganisation of police forces in 
England and Wales is very much in the news and raises the 
question of the impact upon our own force. 

"I can, however, confirm that the MOD Police does not form 
part of this reorganisation, which is confined to Home 
Department police forces and potentially British Transport Police 
and is driven by the need to create more 'protective services' - 


for example firearms, public order and major incident capability, 
areas where we are already strong. 

"In any case, we are a national force with 30 per cent of our 
resources in Scotland, which is outside the terms of the 
reorganisation," he said. 

Mr Love added: "We will monitor developments over the 
next few years and see what opportunities they may present to 
us. In the meantime, we will get on with the job of providing a 
dedicated, professional service to the MOD. This approach is 
endorsed by our MOD Police Committee." 


c 'The R t Hon John Reid MP, Defence 
ffZ frUelfZ,^ S- MR Foreign &—Y 

International Policing 

the local communities has become one 
aspects of modern Peace Support Operations. 

conflict returning to normality. 

forces in policing tasks. 

MOD Police (MDP). 

You note that the UK envisages contributing 475 officers to 

contribution in this area. 


Extracts of a letter from Chris Northy-Baker, Home Office 
Scientific Development Branch 

Assistance given to Home Office Vessel Stopping Project 

Since April 1, 2005, the Clyde Marine Unit has given great 
support to the Vessel Stopping Project. Your Chief Inspector 
Glyn Rolling has been extremely supportive of the project by 
providing assets (RIBS) and staff. 

I would like to take this opportunity to make two special 
mentions of valuable assistance, namely Bill Anderson and 
Sandy Greaves. 

PS Bill Anderson, the skipper of The Condor and his staff for 
their valuable help during the trials. 

Above all, grateful thanks are due to PS Sandy Greaves. Since I 
took over the project Sandy has been outstanding and a true 
ambassador for the British Government and MOD Police alike. 

When the project has delivered the capability of stopping 
hostile vessels through non-lethal force, your Marine Unitwill 
be leading experts not only in the United Kingdom, but 
throughout the rest of the world. 


From Bridget Robbins 

On behalf of all the staff, parents „„ d babte . 

Care Baby Unit, St Michael's Hospital, Bristol 

C ° m ™" d »' Constable 363b 

s ° "! "<1 "»Sy to raise £1,050 f„„he 

r y unit in * ^ **** ™£. 

e used to purchase much-needed equipment. I feel this act of 

kindness should be noted. eirnisactof 
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Mowing signal from Rear Admiral Mathews: 

Thank you to all responders for your outstanding support i 
achieving a highly successful exercise. PP 

The enthusiasm and Can Do attitude demonstrated b, this 
integrated Tri Service response was excellent and m„X 
appreciated. Well done everyone. 

And a further letter to Chief Constable Steve Love 

M ° VemmtS and °f the Nuclear 
accident Response Organisation, said: 

A very important part of the NARD 

£7 7 he SEG ' NGF »d the other MDR^ 
ep oye as part of our exercises. Supt Bill Hammerslev led 
he team and I should like to thank him and his team for the 
professional way they carried out their tasks. 

I would also like to thank you for the support given by 

xxx,:thi ™t:xx°su my exerci “ p,mi " 8 * 

testimony t° the customer satisfaction ethos that this 

pfZl TJ‘ S t0 A ChkVe ^ y0W COmmeMS P a "" * 

zzz ,h “ ° m 


Unrr, a/praisr banc also >_ 

Of Hampshire Constabulary, thanking MDP officers j 
involvement in Trafalgar 200. 

rr vt , n f fnsur Roy Haines and Sergt 
In particular, he praises e ff planning team with 

Peter Jones, who formed part of the joi p 

Hampshire officers. 

the input of the Ministry of Defence Police. 

"Nothing we asked of Inspr ^^^^rwr^hlnceX" the fact 
positive and helpful approac § WO rk with and he 

that he is clearly an extremely pleasant person 

gets on well with all his contacts. 

"Seigt Jones, who .chad as “/T “ 

facilities, used his extensive ( He knew w ho tQ speak t0 

“^'^"b.pmwsionof^.d-PP-^* 
challenges we faced as invitees to the Base. 



New Incapacitant 

Spray - PAVA By Steve Partridge 



■ MOD Police officers are to be given an 
incapacitant spray to help subdue violent 
offenders who pose a threat to safety. 

Called PAVA (Pelargonic Acid Vanillyamide), it is a 
synthetic version of the pepper sprays which have 
previously been used by some Home Office police forces. 

A total of 3,000 canisters have been bought and it is 
planned that the spray will be rolled out across the force at 
the start of 2006. 

Head trainers across the MDP's Divisions, known as 
Divisional Champions, were all inducted in the training 
programme for PAVA before Christmas and their 
knowledge is now being cascaded down to all officers. It 
should take approximately four hours to fully train an 
officer in the use of PAVA. 

Every operational MDP officer will receive the spray, 
apart from staff on marine units, the Special Escort Group 
and at AWE, where specialist operational requirements are 
still being considered. The roll out will cover these officers 
at a later date. 


PAVA is different to CS spray, which is a gas, as it does 
not affect any other people in close proximity to the target. 
Inspector Brian Boyes, the project officer for the roll out at 
MDP HQ Operational Support, said: "This is a big 
advantage which PAVA has over CS, in that officers can 
move in quickly to arrest a suspect with a much reduced 
risk of being affected themselves by the incapicitant. There 
is a slight trade-off however, as it must be sprayed more 
accurately at the target in order to be effective." 

PAVA works by causing a burning irritation of the eyes 
for between 20 and 35 minutes, forcing subjects to close 
their eyes and leaving them disorientated. 

It subdues violent behaviour effectively and provides 
officers with an opportunity to make an arrest at a 
significantly reduced risk to their own safety. 

Inspector Boyes said: "The spray is a piece of personal 
protection equipment which means it should be used in 
circumstances where there is risk of personal injury to 
officers or to others. 

"It should only be used during a conflict situation 
where the suspect has committed, or is about to commit, 
an offence. 

"Operationally, its use falls between tactical 
communication with the suspect and, in the event of a 
violent outburst, the use of the baton. It is not treated as a 
less lethal option and so it would not normally be used on 
a suspect carrying a firearm." 

PAVA falls under Section 5 of the Firearms Act 1968 as 
it fires a noxious substance, and is classified legally as a 
Prohibited Weapon. It does not need to be stored in an 
armoury but it must be kept within a secure police 
building, which has met appropriate Health and Safety 
requirements. 

Each canister of spray weighs approximately 95 grams 
when full and stands just over 10cm high. It is carried in a 
special holster which is attached to an officer's utility belt. 

The spray has a shelf life of three years but each canister 
can only be used for a single incident. 

The Policy and Procedure Manual document on PAVA 
has been approved by MDP Chief Officers and is available 
through the MDP Intranet at MDP Library / MDP Policy 
and Procedure Manual. 



Sudan - A potential 
Overseas Mission 
for MDP 


By Judith Slater/Corporate Communications 
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■ Yet another overseas 
mission is set to test the 
expertise of the Internat- 
ional Policing Department 
of the Ministry of Defence 
Police. 

Previous editions of TalkThrough 
have recorded the involvement of 
MDP officers in overseas missions to 
Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq and Pitcairn. 

Now, with a critical situation in 
Sudan, where tribal tensions have led 
to massacres and the Sudanese 
Government has brought in militia 
from elsewhere, MDP has been asked 
to play a role in setting up a mission 
to help restore law and order there. 


Following a request from the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 
Chief Inspr Jim Gillen, head of the 
Agency's International Policing 
and Secondments Office, sought 
volunteers to form part of a 
spearhead group. 

The aim was to help set up a 
new European Union Police Mission 
in Sudan, to assist in developing 
the capabilities of the country's 
police service. 

Chief Inspr Gillen told 
TalkThrough: "This will be an EU 
Mission, as in Bosnia. There are to be 
two further missions; a UN Mission 
and another, dealing with the Civil 
War and ethnic cleansing. 


"The African Union have a 
supporting mission in the Dafur 
region and this is where the Janjaeed 
have been carrying out ethnic 
cleansing. This is the centre of 
terrorist activity. 

"We are looking to set up a 
50-strong spearhead group looking at 
the viability of MDP being involved in a 
longer-term mission. Our initial 
volunteer, Chief Inspr Brian Johnson, 
will be based in the capital city, 
Khartoum, to start with from where 
he'll look at the training and mentoring 
of the existing Sudanese Police. 

"It may be he will advise that the 
best way to train them is for us to train 
the African Police, so they in turn can 

CONTINUED . . . 
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pass this training on to the Sudanese 
Police. Train the trainers, if you like. 

"The huge geography of the 
country, where some regions are as big 
as the whole of the UK, gives some 
idea of the difficulties ahead. For 
instance, the question uppermost is 
how will we, MDP, provide mentoring 
to Divisional Commanders in such 
regions?" 


Force of Choice 


TalkThrough asked Chief Inspr Gillen 
if MDP is now viewed by the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office as a 
centre of excellence where internat- 
ional policing is concerned. 

"Yes, the FCO does and, as such, 
we are the only police Force in the UK 


providing officers for 
this new and exciting 
mission to the Sudan," 
he said. 

"Our officers will 
form part of an EU 
spearhead group and, 
subject to confirm- 
ation from this initial 
deployment that we 
can provide assistance 
to the people of 
Sudan, I am antici- 
pating requests from the FCO for 
further officers. 

"Having recently agreed a contract 
with the FCO, we have now assumed 
responsibility for the equipment, 
logistics and uniform for all UK police 
officers serving overseas. 


"Combined with our role, again 
for all UK police officers, in selection, 
pre-deployment training, in-theatre 
management and pastoral care, and 
post deployment reintegration, the 
MDP are firmly the 'Force of Choice' 
for the FCO," he said. 


Chief Inspector Brian Johnson heads out 

for a difficult mission 


TalkThrough contacted Chief Inspector 
Brian Johnson and asked him how he had been 
preparing himself for the challenges ahead. 

Based at Clyde, the biggest sacrifice for him will be 
separation from his family. He explained: 

As with any service overseas, it is the families left 
behind who make the biggest sacrifice. My 7, 9 and 
12-year-old children are well-read and understand why I 
want to go. They've been telling their teachers all about it. 

Why did I volunteer? Well, I've already served 19 months 
in Kosovo and from a personal and professional point of view 
found it extremely enjoyable and beneficial. With 
International Policing as one of our Key Targets, we are 
encouraged to consider overseas postings. 

I passed the selection board, for which there is a long 
list of criteria you must match up to, including skills, 
adaptability and resilience under pressure, team work and 
communication skills. 

In addition, you must have various specialised skills and 
meet the health standards, have a good past service record 
and a supportive family background. 

Now, I am jabbed up and ready to go. I've attended the 
pre-deployment briefing at the Head of International Policing 
Unit in Brussels, where we were all informed of the role of the 
mission and risks involved. All the appropriate risk 
assessments have been carried out in relation to our unit 
under the 'duty of care' criteria. 

We have been told that the African Union Police, made 
up of police from other African countries, have gone in to 
Sudan to monitor the local Government of Sudan Police. 


They now recognise that they need assistance in the field 
of policing and that is why a EU mission is going out to advise 
the senior African Union Police officers. Some officers will be 
going out in a training capacity. 

As for my particular role, I have been allocated a 'sector' at 
a place called Tine. Basically, we are intending to train the 
trainers, in other words train the African Union 
Police who will then train the Government police. * . ,y 

Will you be working on your own? 

Obviously I will be part of the overall EU mission 
and so I am not alone. I will have 24-hour support 
from the International Policing Unit in Brussels. Our own 
International Policing Unit are very supportive of our 
commitment and they are certainly there for you if you 
need them. 

Last June and July a working group was sent to Sudan 
from the International Policing Unit to look at the 
possibilities. I am out there for six months and should be 
able to measure our success and gauge whether it is worth 
sending anyone else from MDP out there. I will be sending 
reports back to MDP Headquarters in England. I know 
that Brussels would like more European officers helping 
with the Sudan crisis. 

Initially, there will be problems such as a lack of 
communication, although the Force has issued me with a 
laptop and satellite phone. I will be driven around and fly in 
African Union helicopters around the country. However, 
there is a severe shortage of fuel, so this may be a rare facility. 

On arrival, as I step off the plane, I will be met by a 
Contingent Commander and receive my briefing; we defer 




to African Union Police Command and EU Command. In 
other words, answerable to them and to MDP that means I 
have three bosses! 

This will be different from our role in Iraq because the 
African Union Police are performing the lead role and we 
will be there to support them. We may be able to improve 
the situation by added training and supplying equipment. 


I have sent my visa application off for Ethiopia but now 
that I've just been told that I'll be flying direct to Sudan, 
and with my arm a pincushion from quite a number of 
injections, my bags packed, uniform on its way, 

I am just about ready for what lies ahead. 

Chief Inspector Brian Johnson will be reporting back 
to TalkThrough on his experiences. 



ACC Robert Cltidley, Director of Personnel and Professional Development, comments: 

"Sudan will offer a challenging role for MDP officers. It is a new mission area and likely to be one of the most 
complex ones to date due to the lack of infrastructure available. It will also be very interesting as it is a shared 
responsibility between the African Union and the European Union." 


Cl D successes 


Contractor jailed for indecency 

A 53-year-old man has been sentenced to two years in 
prison for a sexual assault and downloading indecent 
images of children following an MOD Police investigation. 

The man was working on a short term contract as an 
IT specialist at RAF Brampton when he committed the 
indecent assault in March 2004. 

He had befriended a woman who was suffering from 
a back problem and told her that he was an osteopath 
and then offered to carry out an examination. 

He went to the woman's home and during the exam 
he then indecently assaulted her. 

The victim made a complaint and MDP CID launched 
an investigation into the allegation. 

Inquiries by DC Mick Smith, of MDP CID Mildenhall, 
confirmed that the offender was not a registered osteopath 
and had no authority to carry out any form of examination. 

Computer equipment was also seized from the man's 
home during the investigation and more than 200 
indecent images of children downloaded from the 
internet were uncovered. 

He faced two separate trials and was found guilty in 
July at Peterborough Crown Court of indecently assaulting 
the woman and was sentenced to two years in prison. 

He then returned to the same court in December and 
admitted 17 offences of possessing indecent images of 
children. He was jailed for nine months, to run alongside 
his current sentence, with an extended prison licence. 

The judge also ordered that he be put on the sex 
offenders' register for ten years, banned him from 
working with children for life, and to take part in a sex 
offender rehabilitation programme. 


NAAFI thieves sentenced 

Three men have been found guilty of stealing a safe 
containing hundreds of pounds from a NAAFI shop at 
RAF St Athan. 

The men, all serving soldiers, were convicted 
following an investigation by MDP CID officers based at 
RAF Stafford. 

Two of the men received prison sentences, one was 
sentenced to four months for each of the offences of 
burglary and making a false instrument, to run 
concurrently and the other was sentenced to 100 days. 

The third man was fined £575 and sentenced to 200 
hours community service. 

The break-in had occurred overnight between 
Monday July 18 and Tuesday July 19 when the rear door 
of the shop was forced open. 

The safe was carried out and driven away in a car by 
the three offenders who then broke it open and stole 
around £750 in cash. 

Inquiries by MDP officers resulted in the car being 
traced and the safe being recovered from Llantwitt 
Major beach. 

This led to three suspects being identified and they 
were subsequently arrested by MDP CID with support 
provided throughout the enquiry by officers from DSG 
Ashchurch. 

All three were charged with burglary and one man 
was also charged with making a false instrument after 
forging a South Wales Police bail form. 

They all appeared before Barry Magistrates where 
they admitted the offences, with the final offender being 
sentenced on Monday December 5. 
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New Police Station for 
RAF Fylingdales 



As a result, a new police station 
project was set up, with Constable 
Neil Williamson as Project Manager, 
assisted by T/Sergeant Allan 
Sargerson and a number of RAF Staff 
and Civilian Planning officers from 
the station and RAF Strike 
Command. 

It was agreed to make a 
fundamental change to the office 
arrangements by completely 
relocating all facets of MDP, MGS 
and RAF Police under one roof, thus 
promoting a unified policing and 
security structure and partnership. 

Building work on the £1.6m project 
commenced on August 2, 2004, when 
the RAF Station Commanding Officer, 
Wing Commander Phil Cox cut the 
first sod. In its infancy the building 
work suffered several minor setbacks, 
such as inclement weather conditions, 
which caused severe damage to the 
roof structure and resulting in the 
project falling behind schedule by six 
months. 

Eventually things got back on 
track and by the summer months the 
building was beginning to take shape. 


■ With the increase in complement at RAF Fylingdales 
from 31 to 86 officers in 2001, a major investment was 
needed to provide MDPGA with suitable premises to 
accommodate the increased police and guard service staff. 







Sergt Thomas McConville, based at RAF Fylingdales, is pictured receiving his Police Long Service and 
Good Conduct Medal, for 22 years' police service, from Chief of Staff, Deputy Chief Constable David Ray. 


Long Service and Good Conduct medal 


The weather eased significantly over 
the summer, allowing good progress 
to be made. The new police station 
was completed and ready for 
occupancy by September 19, 2005. 

There are a number of police, RAF 
and civilian staff whose enthusiasm, 
support and input was invaluable 
throughout the duration of project. 

It is impossible to name them all, 
but a special mention should go to 
the Former Unit Security Officer, 
Squadron Leader Anne McBurney, 
who was the catalyst behind this 
project, Wing Commander Cox, RAF 
Station Commander and Constable 
Neil Williamson, who oversaw the 
project from its inception to its end. 

The new police station was 
officially opened on Tuesday, October 
5, 2005 by the Chief of Staff, Deputy 
Chief Constable David Ray, 
accompanied by Station Commander 
Wing Commander Phil Cox. 




Chief of Staff David Ray, second left and wing Commander Phil Cox, Station 
Commander with senior staff after the opening ceremony. 


MP7 rolls out arc 


■ MDP officers based at Gosport have become the first in 
the Force to be fully operational in using the new MP7 
firearm. More than 20 officers at the Defence Munitions 
Centre have successfully converted from the Browning pistol 
to the new Heckler and Koch weapon. 



The ageing Browning gun has 
now been withdrawn from service at 
the base and all full-time officers are 
patrolling with the MP7, which is 
currently being rolled out across the 
MDP. 

South East divisional training 
officers believe the success of the 
qualification programme at Gosport 
should herald the start of a faster and 
more efficient conversion process for 
all MDP stations. 

Inspector Andy Acock, SE 
Division Training Manager, said: 

"There has been a lot of work 
involved in the roll out because 
it is a totally new weapon. As 
well as training staff it has also 
meant putting together new 
firearms orders, and changing 
things such as the armoury 
racking and drop boxes. 

"But training has gone very well. 
We identified on the first course that 
we needed a little bit longer in the 
classroom before we started on the 
practical side. 

"Our officers have mainly been 
using short barrel weapons for a long 
time so, understandably, it takes 
them a certain amount of time to 
adapt. 

"But by the end of the training 
they had taken to it very well. I think 
it has also helped that we have 
adjusted the tactical elements to 
make it more relevant to the officers' 
station. 

"At the end of the tactics course 
we do training within the establish- 
ment so it's local training for local 
needs. 

"It has been a high workload for 
the trainers but the system is now up 
to speed and we are training one 
station a month so we should soon 
see many more stations coming on 
line with the weapon." 

Inspector Peter Townshend, 
Senior Police Officer at DMC 


>und the country 



Gosport, said the introduction of 
the new weapon had already 
prompted positive reaction from 
the establishment. 

"Most officers have patrolled 
with the Browning in the past but it 
was never very noticeable in its 


holster/' he said. "The MP7 is a much 
more obvious and visible weapon and 
it greatly boosts the deterrent factor 
of our patrols. 

"The training was pretty intense 
for everyone involved but we worked 
hard to make sure we were ready on 


time. The feedback from my officers 
has also been good. They say it is 
user-friendly, light to carry, and 
accurate." 

The MP7 will replace the majority 
of the three different weapons 
currently used by officers - the 
Browning pistol, the SA80 assault 
rifle and the Heckler and Koch MP5. 


For more information 


Officers and Staff requiring 
more information about the 
new weapon should refer to 
the Force Intranet, where a 
number of Frequently Asked 
Questions and their answers 
have been posted by the 
Operational Support 
Department. 

Questions include: 'Why is 
the Force going for a single 
weapon system?', and 'Is the 
ammunition up to the job?' 

The Intranet also 
addresses a number of 
training and safety issues. 
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■ A normal view out of 
the windows of the Agency 
Training Centre that you 
would expect to see could 
be students marching to 
and from the Centre or 
something Police orientated 
- but not this time. 

As a change, it was Birds of Prey. 
The presence of the Kestrels, Harris 
Hawks, Lanner Falcons and a 
European Eagle Owl on the lawns 
outside ATC caused quite a lot of 
interest and whilst it was also a 
pleasant surprise to the ATC staff 
within, it actually heralded the 
return of the National Wildlife 
Crime Officers' Training Course to 
the Agency Training Centre. The 
courses are run by the Force Wildlife 
Officer PC Mike Kettle and 
Warwickshire Police's full-time 
Wildlife Officer PC Craig Fellowes). 
The courses are accredited by PAW 
(Partnership for Action Against 
Wildlife Crime) and ACPO and are 


set to stay at our Headquarters for 
the foreseeable future. This unusual 
course is available to both Police 
officers and MGS, and covers most 
subjects that a Wildlife Crime 
Officer should need to carry out this 
unusual secondary duty. 

The course is very 'hands-on', 
a great deal of it taking place in the 
surrounding fields, and includes a 



WLO PC Mike Kettle 


great many subjects including Bat and 
Badger Law, Health and Safety Law 
and Regulations, Pesticides and 
Poisons, The Wildlife Investigation 
Service, Poaching and Trapping Law, 
The Hunting Act, Amphibians and 
Reptiles Law, National Crime 
Intelligence Service, Birds and the 
Law, Endangered Species through 
HM Customs and Excise, Plant Law, 
and Cruelty to Animals Law. 

The course was officially opened 
by Steve Love and as a thank you for 
opening it, he was duly invited to visit 
the course again at 1500hrs the same 
day to try his hand at bird handling. 
Unfortunately, bad weather and bad 
luck struck as the Forest of Dean 
Falconry Landrover was involved in a 
road accident on the M4. The birds 
and the handlers, although they 
escaped serious injury, were forced to 
return to their base at Ruardean in 
Gloucester. 

Beaks, Claws, Feathers and Wings 
is a very new subject for this course 
and one that has turned out to be 


very popular, with everyone, including the Chief 
Constable. Unfortunately, due to the road 
accident, the Chief could only be given a 
taxidermist specimen of a Red-tailed Hawk to 
hold, on his return visit to ATC. Sorry Chief! 

Rescheduling with the Forest of Dean 
Falconry Centre, meant that the event did take 
place, as the weather was sunny and dry. There 
were smiles, and happy faces from PC Frank 
Bowen DSG Alconbury, PC Tim Perkins DSDC 
Donnington, PS Andy Hallett DSG York and PC 
Mark Gray HMNB Portsmouth to show that 
they took full advantage of the event. 

If you feel this course would be of benefit in 
your career, refer to Weekly Notice 
PB/GO363/05 of November 23, 2005. 



A Mediterranean Visitor 


The National Wildlife Crime Foundation Course 
held at the Agency Training Centre last October 
was addressed for the first time by an officer 
from Cyprus. 

PC 206 Marios Pitsillos, a Sovereign Base Areas 
Police officer, came to MDP headquarters at the 
invitation of Sergt John Simpson, Wildlife Crime Officer 
Co-ordinator for Scotland, and Chief Inspr Jim Gillen, 
Head of the Agency's International Policing and 
Secondments Office. 

Marios was invited to help launch a new and 
innovative wildlife crime project. The World Wildlife 
Schools Project will see primary schools in Scotland 
involved with MDP wildlife crime initiatives being 
twinned with those in exotic parts of the world. 

Marios will co-ordinate the schools in Cyprus and it 
is hoped that this joint initiative will go a long way to 
cement the already amicable working relationship that 
has developed with the Sovereign Base Areas Police. 



CCMDP Steve Love, with PC Marios Pitsillos, from Cyprus 


Once the project finds its feet, it is planned to open 
it up to schools all over the UK. So, if you are working 
on an educational initiative and would like to be 
involved, then contact Sergt Simpson on Coulport 6425. 

As a part of the project Marios made a welcome 
and valued contribution to the National Wildlife Crime 
Course by delivering a fascinating presentation about a 
crime problem that is a huge conservation and cultural 
problem in Cyprus - bird trapping. 

Cyprus is a magnet for migratory birds from Europe 
and Africa and for many years Cypriots have trapped, 
killed and eaten them. The small songbirds, mainly 
blackcaps are referred to as "Ambelopouli" and are 
considered a national delicacy. 

During the main migration season from September 
to November the SBA police effect arrests and execute 
a number of search warrants to deter the trappers. 

Bird trapping is a tradition for a hard core of villagers 
who trespass onto MOD lands in Cyprus to commit 
offences. 

This illegal practice can generate large sums of 
money with each bird fetching £2 to be served up at 
local tavernas. The staggering fact is that it is 
independently estimated that over 20 million birds are 
caught and killed each year. 

During his visit, Marios met Chief Constable 
Steve Love, who presented him with a gift to take 
back to Cyprus. Marios is the first overseas police 
officer to be invited to give a presentation to the 
National Wildlife Crime Course and given the impact 
his presentation made it will be good to see him back 
next year. 





■ Unit Beat Officer Pete 
Smith’s dedication to the 
policing of RAF Coningsby 
has been one of several 
issues to fill his busy 
schedule in recent weeks. 

As well as a visit to London 
as the MDP's nominee for the 
Police Review Community Police 
Officer of the Year awards, he has 
also starred in a British Forces 
Broadcasting Service (BFBS) 
programme on the work of UBOs. 

The BFBS was keen to film Pete at 
work after hearing he had made the 
finals of the prestigious Police Review 




competition which recognises the 
huge contribution made by bobbies 
on the beat. 


Pete, who has been working at 
RAF Coningsby, since July 2004, has 
been widely acclaimed by both 
service personnel and their families 
for the impact he has made on local 
policing issues. 

Among those to sing his praises is 
Flight Lieutenant Jason Durows, an 
RAF police officer, who was 
instrumental in bringing Pete to the 
airbase, which is home to the 
Typhoon Eurofighter. He said: 

"The difference it has made 
in having Pete here has been 
substantial. I have received a lot 
of calls from other RAF bases 
who have heard about his 
contribution and are interested 
in doing the same. 

"Pete is able to work on both 
sides of the fence and has fitted 
in very well with both our own 
operations and those of 
Lincolnshire Police." 


One of the main issues to have 
faced Pete on his arrival 
at RAF Coningsby was 
the problem of anti-social 
behaviour and vandalism 
surrounding the Hive, the 
RAF community centre. 

It is based on MOD 
land but is now situated in 
the heart of public and 
private property after 
surrounding service 
accommodation was sold 
off. When Pete first arrived 
nearly every window was 
boarded up after being 
smashed but they have 
now all been replaced with 
glass again. 


CONTINUED . . . 
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Pete said: "There was an issue with 
quite large groups of youths congre- 
gating in the area surrounding the 
Hive which can be intimidating in 
itself. But we then had a small minority 
who were intent on causing trouble. 

"I became a regular visitor to the 
area and by speaking to everyone 


involved was able to build up some 
trust and look at solutions. By and 
large we have now brought the 
youngsters onside and have even set 
up a youth club for them at the Hive. 

"I did have to make a few arrests 
as well in the early days but it is 
largely down to talking to people and 


building up relationships that the 
problem has been solved." 

The BFBS programme on Pete's 
work followed him on a typical day as 
he discussed issues with RAF and 
Lincolnshire Police colleagues, chatted 
to Mums at the Hive, patrolled the 
Married Quarters estates, and 
brought one family up-to-date on an 
arrest made in connection with a 
break-in to their car. 

The programme followed hot on 
the heels of his appearance at the 
Police Review awards for the 
Community Police Office of the Year 
awards. 

Pete said: "Initially I was a bit 
embarrassed to be nominated but on 
the night, when I was there with all 
the other police officers, I found it 
quite humbling. 

"Some of them had achieved 
some wonderful things and so it was 
fulfilling to have been nominated and 
mentioned in the same breath. 

"I also felt that being there was an 
acknowledgement in some way of 
the work that all the MDP's UBOs do 
and so I was glad to attend on 
everyone's behalf." 



Front row seat for 
Defence Police 



■ Under Secretary of State 
for Defence, Don Touhig 
MP was given a front row 
seat to watch members of 
the MOD Police and 
Guarding Agency 
(MDPGA) being put 
through their paces. 

Mr Touhig accepted an invitation to 
visit the Agency's headquarters at 
Wethersfield, in Essex, on Wednesday 
November 22, to see at first hand the 
training and capabilities of the MOD 
Police (MDP) and the MOD Guard 
Service (MGS). 

Mr Touhig was hosted by Chief 
Constable Steve Love, the Chief Executive 
of MDPGA, and visited in his capacity as 
the Minister responsible for the Agency. 

Mr Touhig said the day had been a 
great way to get first-hand experience of 
the roles and responsibilities of the 
Agency and its expertise in dealing with a 
wide variety of situations. 


"I was in the first police vehicle to 
respond to a staged 'protest incident' and 
then watched as MDP officers dealt with a 
range of developments including demon- 
strators chaining themselves to scaffolding, 
petrol bombs and chemical contamination. 

"It really brought home to me 
the skill and the professionalism of 
the officers and staff involved and 
how important training like this is 
to prepare them for the real thing." 

Mr Love said the visit had allowed 
the Agency to show the full range of 
services it provides for the MOD. 


The Minister then went on to view the 
Agency Training College where there were 
presentations on International Policing, 
training of the MOD Guard Service, self- 
defence tuition, the work of explosives 
search dogs and a number of other 
practical aspects of the Agency's work. 

In a letter of thanks following his visit, 
Mr Touhig wrote: "I was struck by the 
professionalism shown by everyone I met 
on the day. Clearly the training is working 
and producing good quality officers, 
guards and civilian support staff too." 

He had been impressed by the "slick 
demonstration of your anti-riot 
capabilities," he said, adding: "I was 
certainly filled with confidence to see 
that your officers are so well trained. 



"The capable and professional 
practical use of dogs, firearms, camera 
technology, protective clothing, chemical 
and biological search and detection 
equipment and physical defence 
techniques that I saw on the day gave me 
a better insight into some of the diverse 
range of work that the MDPGA does 
than any paper or submission could, and 
that is invaluable to me." 

Mr Touhig added that his visit had 
also enabled him to appreciate more the 
dedication of officers he sees protecting 
MOD buildings in London. 



■ Detective Superintendent 
Rob Allen could be forgiven 
for feeling a bit jet-lagged 
after flying halfway around 
the world to participate in 
an anti-corruption project 
with the Argentinean 
authorities. 

The head of the MOD Police (MDP) 
Fraud Squad was invited to the country 
by the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office to provide a UK police perspective 
on a project being run with his South 
American counterparts. 

He spent a packed four days in 
Buenos Aires meeting with various 
organisations involved in the country's 
policing and judicial set up. Rob said: 

"This is a project being run by 
the British Embassy in Buenos Aires 
in co-operation with a non- 
governmental organisation known 
as Unidos Por La Justicia (UPJ) - 
United For Justice. They are 
bringing together all the relevant 
bodies in Argentina, together with 
visiting specialists from the UK, in 
an effort to improve the country's 
effectiveness in investigating and 
prosecuting corruption. 

"The authorities in Argentina are 
working hard to change the country 
which is still suffering economically from 
relatively recent political upheaval. There 
is a great deal of poverty in the country 
and corruption is seen as a major factor 
holding the economy back. 

"Transparency International, a body 
that monitors corruption worldwide, 
shows Argentina as being a long way into 
the wrong half of its list of countries on 
the Corruption Perception Index. 

"The British Embassy is working with 
UPJ to bring the relevant authorities 
together with a view to changing that 
situation and helping to take the country 
forward." 

Rob's visit was part of an 
ongoing program looking at Money 
Laundering and Corruption that has 


seen participation from expert Queen's 
Counsel from the UK and a Serious Fraud 
Office prosecutor. 

Rob said: "It was on their 
recommendation that the FCO 
approached the MDP Fraud Squad to give 
an input on latest investigative techniques 
being employed within Britain to deal 
with corruption. 

"My brief was to talk about the 
handling of these enquiries from a 
practitioner's point of view. The MDP is 
seen as having significant expertise in 
corruption investigations within the UK 
police service so we were called upon." 

Among the representatives he met 
with were staff from the Argentinean 
equivalent of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, the Federal Police, the Anti- 
Corruption Office and the National Audit 
Office, the Attorney General's office and 
police involved in economic crime in 
Buenos Aires. 

"Having met with all these groups 
the week culminated with a workshop 
with representatives of the different 
departments to see how matters could 
be improved and what the next steps 
forward would be. 

"Some good recommendations came 
out of that, but they have more work to 
do and ultimately it will lead to further 
recommendations for an action plan." 

The one thing that struck Rob was 
the absence of police officers in the fight 
against corruption. Whilst he had met 
with officers during the course of the 
week, none were present during the 
workshop. 

One of the Rob's main recommend- 
ations to the workshop was to increase 
the involvement of the Argentinean 
police services in anti-corruption 
operations. 

"The police weren't involved in the 
consultation process; there were various 
lawyers, accountants, and government 
officers but no police. 

"It's probably fair to say that there is a 
legacy of mistrust of the police in 
Argentina that hangs over from the days 
when the country was a military 
dictatorship. It was clear from the 


meetings that I had with senior officers 
from the Federal Police that they were 
working hard to regain the trust of the 
public. In an effort to better inform the 
public, the police even have their own 
newspaper and radio station!" A 
consequence of this mistrust - and indeed 
recent corruption scandals involving 
provincial police - has meant that there is 
a general reluctance to involve the police 
in tackling the problem. 

"In the UK, the police probably enjoy 
greater power to investigate than most 
other countries in the world. I suppose we 
tend to take for granted our involvement 
in the investigation of all crime. 
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"It's easy to see why any system will 
become effectively moribund when it's 
run by lawyers with few investigators. 
There are simply not the numbers of 
people at ground level with investigative 
experience, capable of handling and 
interpreting intelligence and able to bring 
co-ordinated police resources to 
particular problems. 

"The Argentinean legal services have 
numerous corruption cases under 
investigation but the current system means 
it is difficult for them to get any results. 

"So they were very interested to 
know about the procedural 


" Argentina is a fabulous country. I 
met a huge number of people and 
without exception they were all extremely 
welcoming. The enthusiasm of the 
Embassy staff, coupled with the 
dedication of the Unidos people meant 
that I always had the impression I was 
doing something worthwhile - both for 
the good of Argentina and to further 
enhance the reputation of the UK in that 
country. 

"It was very much appreciated by 
the British Embassy and is a further 
example of the MDP assisting the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office in 
one of its objectives - an agreed 
output of the Agency. Corruption 
investigation is a niche policing area 
in which we have considerable 
expertise, and it was great to have the 
opportunity to share our collective 
experience internationally." 

My first impressions of Argentina 

Despite differences of opinion over the ownership of the Falkland Islands/ 

Malvinas - and the tragedy of the 1982 war - Argentineans remain, on the whole, 
largely Anglophile. Old red GPO style telephone boxes can be seen all over Buenos 
Aires and locals are keen to engage in conversation about the national obsession - 
football. My first impressions of the country on the drive from the airport? 

These are my thoughts as I sat in the back of a taxi on the way into a smog filled 
Buenos Aires: 

■ There's not a great deal of lane discipline. 

■ Everyone seems to know the dimensions of their vehicle down to the last 
millimetre. 

■ I hope that the driver's devotion to his God - pictured on the dashboard - is 
enough to save me in the event of what is now looking like an inevitable collision. 

■ I wish I knew something about football - the driver, having spent the last 10 
minutes facing my way and trying to engage me in conversation about 
Manchester United, whilst navigating his evident MOT failure at maximum 
speed across all lanes of the highway, has now given up the unequal struggle 
and is asking me about Prince Charles. 

■ I wish I knew the Spanish for 'I'll pay you double if you slow down' 

Anyway, I'm still alive. Buenos Aires is a superb place to visit. It is rated 141st 
cheapest out of the top 144 cities in the world - so your money goes a long way. 

A mixture of Spanish and Italian heritage means that the food is top notch and 
you probably know how good Argentinean wine is already. The people are very 
friendly and there's plenty on the cultural front to interest everyone. 


technicalities of investigation, how work 
is prioritised, about the National 
Intelligence Model and how information 
is collected and sifted. 

"Ultimately, my main recommend- 
ations to the workshop were that they 
needed to involve the police - if only in 
limited numbers attached to 
Prosecutors' offices - and to appoint 
some sort of co-ordinator to effectively 
control the work done by the various 
bodies in the fight against corruption". 

Rob said his visit had been very well 
received and there had been a genuine 
interest from his audience to push for 
improvements to their investigative and 
prosecution systems. 

"Hopefully my visit had a positive 
impact in some small way," he said. "It 
was a good opportunity to explain what 
the MOD Police do in general, what our 
Fraud Squad gets up to and to fly the flag 
for the UK. 


Police Committee 
at Wethersfield HQ 


Steve Love hosted the annual visit by the 
members of the Police Committee to the 
Headquarters at Wethersfield on 
September 30, 2005. 


Richard Hatfield, the MOD'S 
Personnel Director, led the 
Committee, representing 2nd PUS, 
Ian Andrews. The so-called 
'Awayday' provides the Police 
Committee and Agency 


Management Board Members and 
Heads of Departments the oppor- 
tunity to discuss a wide range of 
issues. These included the Agency's 
initiatives to increase the recruit- 
ment and retention of female and 


ethnic minority officers; its support 
to the Home Office following the 
terrorist attacks in London in July, 
the deployment of officers overseas, 
in support of the FCO; and progress 
on the implementation of the 
National Police Dog Model. (The 
role and responsibilities of the Police 
Committee have already been set 
out in an Article by the Clerk to the 
Police Committee in Issue 116 of 
TalkThrough). 



Chief Executive and Chief Constable Steve Love, surrounded by members of the Agency Management Board and the Police 
Committee, during the latter’s visit to MDPGA EIQ 


Ministry of Defence 
Police and Guarding Agency 

Headquarters 







■ The head of the Royal 
Bank of Scotland’s fraud 
department, Jonathan 
Shawcross, came quietly 
when three MDP officers 
turned up to ‘ arrest ’ him. 

And he took it all in good part 
when he was handcuffed and marched 
out of the Bank's Edinburgh HQ, in 
front of many of its customers! 


The 'arrest' was all in a good 
cause and was part of a 'Jail 'n Bail' 
event to raise money for the Sick 
Kids Friends Foundation - the Royal 
Hospital for Sick Children, also 
known as Edinburgh Sick Kids. 

PC Evelyn Hardy is a member of 
the Caledonia Fair Committee and 
suggested that the Sick Kids charity 
should be nominated as one of the 
charities for the 2006 event. 



It’s a fair cop. Tire three suspects 
are cuffed by MDP’s finest! 


The committee supported her 
and, as a result Joanne Barkey, one of 
the Friends Foundation's full-time 
fund-raisers, visited HMS Caledonia, 
to provide an insight into what the 
hospital does. 

While she was there, Joanne 
asked if the committee could help 
out at the 'Jail 'n Bail' event. 

This involved the mock arrests of 
Edinburgh citizens - including high 
profile individuals such as Mr 
Shawcross - who were then put in 
'jail', and plied with light refresh- 
ments, while they tried to raise a 
minimum of £500 bail to secure their 
release back into the community. 

PC Hardy teamed up with 
colleagues Sergt Isabel Burns and PC 
Suzy Devine and together they 
nabbed not only the banker, but also 
Radio Forth DJ Jeff Diaeck and 
financier Lesley Watts. 

The three 'suspects' were 
transported in a stretch limo to the 
Grosvenor Hilton Hotel in Edinburgh, 
where they were to be kept until they 
raised their bail money. 

Said Evelyn afterwards: "The 
event raised £13,500 in four hours 
and is still rising. It was a wonderful 
day and great fun." 
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Why we need Deaf 
Awareness training 

Photos by Paul Kemp/Audio Visual 



PC Duncan Fleming signing ‘Talk Through’ 


My name is Duncan Fleming and I am stationed with the Divisional Support 
Group (West) at Devonport. Also, I am the father of a 20-year-old profoundly deaf 
son who is one of the estimated 50,000 to 70,000 people in the UK who use British 
Sign Language as their preferred form of communication. 


■ British Sign Language 
as we all know from 
watching TV is a language 
that is conveyed by means of 
using different hand shapes 
in conjunction with the use 
official expression, body 
language and lip patterns. 

But did you also know it is a very 
distinct language with its own 
grammar, lexicon and idioms. In 
March 2003 the Government 
formally recognised BSL as a language 


in its own right. This, I believe, has 
identified a possible training need in 
signing skills within organisations like 
the Police service. 

Since October last year the Police 
and other service providers have had 
a legal obligation under the Disability 
Discrimination Act 1995 to make 
themselves more accessible to 
members of our society who have 
special and/or differing needs. 
Several Home Office forces have 
already proactively promoted 
stronger links with members of the 


deaf and hard of hearing community, 
via schemes such as PLOD (Police 
Link Officers for the Deaf). These 
PLOD Officers have been trained in 
BSL and Deaf Awareness which has 
been funded by their respective 
Forces. 

I have myself been to present- 
ations with colleagues from my local 
Home Office force, where I have met 
representatives from the local deaf 
community who have been able to 
explain about some of the 
frustrations deaf people have 


experienced when coming into 
contact with the police. I know 
from dealing not only with my deaf 
son but also in an operational 
capacity, during my time as an APT 
officer, the complex needs of the 
deaf community and I am still 
learning! 


It would be almost an impossible 
task to train every police officer in 
basic signing skills, but a more 
realistic task I believe, would be for 
officers to have some form of Deaf 
Awareness training. 


Melanie McDonagh, Deaf 
Awareness Trainer for Devon 
County Council, based in Plymouth, 
has kindly written a brief summary 
below, of what deaf awareness 
training is and why we 
should be embracing it. 


Deaf Awareness - who needs it? 

I never set out to teach Deaf Awareness - .« was jus. and muc „ of my 

, have worked wtth Deaf do Wren both an 

own social life is linked to the Deaf to take over a course as part of nay teaching 

breaking down on a regular basis an w e realise the importance ol dea 

practice while studying towards a qualification be„ 
awareness and effective communication training. 

^ do I «ed deaf awarene “ ^fions and businesses have a 

Firstly, the Disability Discrimination . Ac. te ^ rec ” eIve ^ lcce ss to goods and services, 

responsibility to ensure that peep „ nde , SB „d,ng about the access needs and the 

For this to happen - there neeos 
resources available. 

I don’t know any Deaf people of ^ . f you h „ e a so aal 

has a hearing loss. , haye a mo derate, 

although everyone seems keen to m and some simple signs, what it is really a ou 

training includes an introduction to fmg J J who have a hearing loss it aims to 

is effective communication, and although icen« commumca tion and the methods that can be 

give students a general awareness of the barriers 

employed to overcome them. ffirer 5 

what has this got to do with my role as “ “ ^ 200 „ d the G8 summit 

The July/ August issue of TalkThrough' these ere events 

a f ™ ho “ n 

training may make all the differenc , i n t he recent 

u f pVip Deaf community who were caught up 
Recently, some members of the Deaf corm y that they found accessing 

with Deaf People (CACDP) and a Den item wounse , 

give a Level One qualification in Deaf Awarenes . 

MELANIE McDONAGH 

Dr «/ A, rareness Trainevfo, Devon Ccmty Co mat 
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Helping our customers i 

at Menwith Hill . . . 



By PC Lynne McManus, Crime Reduction and Community Safety Officer, RAF Menwith Hill 


■ The woman lay 
motionless in the front of 
the van as the Defence Fire 
Service used the Jaws of 
Life to break the windows 
and cut through the frame 
before placing her on a 
stretcher, to a cheer from 
the watching crowd. 

Thankfully, the gathering onlookers 
weren't witness to the after effects of a 
horrific car accident. Instead, the fire 
fighters were merely providing a 
demonstration of their emergency 
response abilities during Menwith Hill's 
Safety Day event "Stay Alive 05", which 
took place at the station Club on Friday, 
August 19, 2005. 


MDP worked in partnership with 
local UK and US agencies to present 
a day of information and hands-on 
interaction. The US Marines and US 
Army provided personal safety 
exhibitions whilst the RSPCA 
microchipped any pets that came 
within range! 

North Yorkshire Police assisted 
with messages about Anti-Social 
Behaviour, and British Transport 
Police presented a popular 
computerised Railway Safety game 
with Network and Northern Rail. 
There was also involvement from the 
HSE, North Yorkshire County Council 
Road Safety Dept, US Red Cross, 
Bullying Online, Neighbourhood 
Watch, Women's Aid, US Security 
and a neighbour mediation service. 


Local MDP expertise was 
showcased with four-legged input 
from the Dog Section and an 
offensive weapons display from the 
Firearms Unit. Wildlife crime was 
boosted by the presence of a hawk 
and ferrets, CID SOCO was on hand 
with MDP keyrings personalised 
with fingerprints, whilst OSU (N) 
gave fantastic public order and 
CBRN displays. 

Children could be seen carrying 
bags full of handouts and give- 
aways, including balloons, T-shirts 
and hats. At the end of the day, 
everyone left the event with a 
better sense of awareness of the 
MDP and the safety issues that 
affect the entire Menwith Hill 
population. 







to keep themselves safe 


CONTINUED 
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. . . and in Germany 

MOD Police Cycle Instructor Training to BFG Germany 



■ PC David Daunou, 
stationed at the DLO, 
Andover, Hants joined the 
MDP in February 2004, 
having retired from 
Hampshire Constabulary 
where he served as a Traffic 
Officer. 

He agreed to undertake a Road 
Safety Officer's role as a secondary 
duty. Having attended a Cycling 
Proficiency Instructors course back in 
1980 it was time to update and he 
attended a course run by Hampshire 
County Council's Road Safety Team. 

The Stage II Cycle Course as it is 
now known has changed quite a lot 
over the years and consists of a total 
of eight hours on and off road 
intensive training for children often 
years plus. 

It includes cycle safety checks, 
helmet and clothing, a written and 
final riding test. The youngsters are 
put through their paces learning the 
correct way to start off, slow down 
and stop. In addition parking, 


emergency stops, re-starting, 
left/right turns, slow speed cycle 
control, and overtaking parked 
vehicles. 

It also covers negotiation of 
roundabouts and the use of cycle 
paths. It aims to equip children with 
all the necessary skills and experience 
to deal with and to anticipate the 
hazards of riding on today's roads. 
Courses are normally run in 
conjunction with local schools but for 


the first time are now available for 
children from the MOD community 
at the DLO, Andover. 

The Army's Master Driver, WOI 
Stu Vernon, invited PC Daunou over 
to the British Forces Overseas Joint 
HQ at Rhiendallen, Germany to 
undertake Cycle Instructors Courses. 

The MOD Police would like to 
thank Hampshire County Council 
(Road Safety Team) who made this 
possible by providing the training 
package and literature which was 
adapted for use in BFG Germany. 

The courses run jointly by PC 
Daunou and WOI Vernon took place 
in Salmond House, JHQand in 
Osnabruck in August. They proved 
very successful with around 40 
applicants from Rheindallen, Elmpt 
and Osnabruck applying for the 
training. 

Courses will now be run by 
Service and Civilian Support Staff to 
children of UK families which will 
make them safer cyclists not just in 
Germany but when they return to 
the UK. This is a new joint initiative 
between the MOD Police and the 
Army, one which may well be 
repeated to promote Road Safety 
within the MOD community. 





Feltham MGS officer saves boy's life 



■ The quick actions of 
MGS officer Daniel Saxby 
saved the life of a seven- 
year-old boy and resulted 
in his receiving a muclt- 
deserved Central TLB 
commendation from 2nd 
PUS and VCDS. 

At 0750 on March 14, 2005, 
CS05 Saxby was on duty at the main 
gate of Defence Geographic Centre, 
Feltham (Middlesex), when he 
witnessed a road accident involving 
the boy, who ran into the road 
between two parked cars and was hit 
at speed by a Post Office pushbike. 

Daniel - trained and qualified in 
First Aid - contacted the Control 
Room, to ask for CCTV of the 
incident to be preserved, and to 
request an ambulance. 

He then collected the First Aid 
box and rushed to the scene of the 
emergency, knowing that the boy - 
who had been knocked unconscious 
and was bleeding from a head wound 
- was hurt badly and in need of 
attention. 


When he arrived, Daniel found 
the boy conscious and in distress. He 
applied direct pressure to the wound 
and stabilised the boy, who was 
slipping in and out of consciousness. 
Because of the loss of blood, shock 
was also setting in. 

During the short wait for the 
ambulance to arrive, Daniel calmed the 
witnesses and the boy's mother, whilst 
continuing to observe the injured boy 
and maintaining contact with the local 
ambulance control room. 

Once the ambulance arrived, 
Daniel handed over to the 
paramedics and local police. 


The young boy spent ten days at 
Great Ormond Street Hospital, where 
he had an operation to remove a 
blood clot to the brain and where it 
was stated that Daniel's swift actions 
had certainly saved his life. 

Daniel was presented with his 
CTLB Commendation in September. 
The citation outlined the events of 
March 14 and concluded: "Your 
considerable presence of mind and 
maturity effecting prompt action in a 
moment of crisis, reflect well on a 
young MOD Guard Service Officer and 
bring great credit to you, your service 
and the department as a whole." 


CID Commendation 


Det Sergt Paul 
Wheeler, of HQ CID, is 
pictured receiving a 
Chief's commendation 
from Chief Constable 
Steve Love. 

The commendation 
was awarded: "For diligent 
and protracted CID work 
involving methodical and 
meticulous forensic 
analysis of electronic data 
leading to the successful 
prosecution of offenders 
who had conspired 
together to commit 
unlawful acts against a 
child". 
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MDP officers 
remembered on 
Scottish Police 
Memorial 


The April 2001 edition of TalkThrough 
(issue 105) featured an article on 
members of the War Department Police 
who lost their lives during the Clydebank 
blitz in 1941. 

The WDP was a forerunner of the MOD Police 
and, as such, these officers were deserving of 
inclusion on the Scottish Police Memorial. 

Also included is PC Michael Brown, of the 
Clyde Marine Unit, who tragically lost his life 
during a submarine escort on August 27, 1998. 


Director of Divisional Operations, ACC Gerry 
McAuley, attends as a representative of the Force 
the annual memorial service within the Scottish 
Police College. 

Anyone wishing to visit the memorial is 
welcome. It is sited inside the grounds of the 
college atTulliallan Castle, Alloa, in Kincardinshire. 

The college can be contacted on 01259 
732000, should any officer wish to visit. 

The photograph was taken by PC Arthur Ross, 
of HMNB Clyde. 




Chief delighted as 
spotlight falls on MDP 


The work of the MDP has 
been highlighted in a 
prestigious new magazine 
read by front line police 
officers throughout most 
of the UK. 

A feature on the Agency's work, 
together with a front cover 
photograph of officers from Clyde 
Marine Unit, has appeared in Issue 9 
of 'The Sharp End', published by the 
Home Office. 

Expressing his delight at this 
recognition for the MDPGA, Chief 
Constable and Chief Executive Steve 
Love commented: "It has been very 
clear to me from Day One that one 
of the things that the Agency, 
particularly the rank and file in the 
MDP, have been looking to me to do 
is to raise our profile - in particular, 
to raise our profile as a 'match fit', 
professional outfit among our Home 
Department Force colleagues. 



"As a result, 

I have put a lot of effort during the 
summer and autumn into meeting 
other Chiefs, visiting customers, 
making sure that the right people in 
ACPO know all about us, inviting 
people to Wethersfield and so on. 


"Our Corporate Communications 
Department have done a tremendous 
job, getting out and about, creating a 
full portfolio of high quality pictures of 
us in action at the sharp end at T200, 
G8, London and elsewhere. 

"We have already used this 
material to further raise our profile 
on the Defence web site and the 
MOD's Focus newspaper, as well as 
other Defence-related publications. 

"Now, I am delighted to report 
that Corporate Communications has 
pulled off a tremendous coup on all 
of our behalfs, by getting into the 
current edition of 'The Sharp End' - 
which has a print run of 70,000 
copies, and is delivered to every 
Home Department Police station in 
England and Wales - a four-page 
feature on us. 

"We are also right there on the 
front cover. It's nice to be noticed!" 


Were yoo lucky? 

■ See who won the MDP Central Sports and Welfare Association’s Lottery draws in 
September and October. 


SEPTEMBER 2005 

OCTOBER 2005 

1st 

£3,000 

PC M V Smith, CID Lakenheath 

1st 

£3,000 

Mr J B Broom, Retired Officer 

2nd 

£2,000 

PC V R Moohan, Beith 

2nd 

£2,000 

PC T J Elmes, CID Bicester 

3rd 

£1,000 

PC SG Hill, RNAD Coulport 

3rd 

£1,000 

PC S K Buttimer, Bicester 

4th 

£850 

PC J R Godfrey, CMU Faslane 

4th 

£850 

PC F Franklin, SE Div HQ 

5th 

£700 

PC A F Micallef, DSG Devonport 

5th 

£700 

PC J G Brown, Burghfield 

6th 

£650 

PC M A Obrian, RNAD Coulport 

6th 

£650 

PC K Morris, Melton Mowbray 

7th 

£600 

PC P C Williams, AWE Burghfield 

7th 

£600 

PS A J Stevens, Llantrisant 

8th 

£550 

PC G D McIntosh, RNAD Coulport 

8th 

£550 

PC J G Henry, Coulport 

9th 

£500 

PS G 1 Roy, RNAD Coulport 

9th 

£500 

PS J E Harvey, HMNB Devonport 

10th 

£450 

PC W Hayes, RNAD Coulport 

10th 

£450 

PCS Gray, HMNB Clyde 

11th 

£350 

Supt E 1 Disher, Fraud Squad 

11th 

£350 

PC S 1 Corrie, Menwith Hill 
















































































29 








PC Lynne MacManus, Crime Reduction and Community Safety Officer at RAF Menwith 
Hill, talks to children at the station school about road safety. 

Photo: Paul Kemp, Audio Visual 
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